
PSU Nutrition & Dietetics Alumni Society Board 
 

Minutes from Conference Call  
Monday, November 3, 2014 

 
Present: Jen Pullman (Pres), Lily Hsu (Treas), Barb Kochanowski (Sec), Gordon Jensen, Alex Blatt 
Hast, Madelyn Hoover, Michelle McGavin, Karen Weissen, Katie Bridgens, Kristi Stoehr, Brenda 
Eissenstat, Shana Adise (NGSA), Lucy Song 
 
Absent: Sandy Schlicker, Amy Preston, Maureen Spill, Melissa Altman-Traub, Morgan Cooper (SNA) 
 

Routine Business 
 
Minutes Approval 
The October 6, 2014 meeting minutes were approved.   
 
Treasurer's Report 
Lily Hsu reported that there is a balance of $1242.07 in the NDAS account.  
  
Reports from Department and Student Liaisons 
Gordon Jensen reported that the latest newsletter is being drafted and should be sent out in 
the next few weeks.  The department had an outstanding visit by Mark McCamish who 
received an Alumni Fellow award.  The department recently posted 2 new faculty positions in 
nutrigenomics.  They are 6 for 6 in faculty recruiting in the last 18 months.  A new branding 
initiative will be rolled out in March with big fanfare, including 2 external speakers.  The brand 
statement is “Nutrition – our science, your health”. Shana Adise (NGSA) reported that they are 
focused on boosting morale and participation in activities, with a current emphasis on social 
activities.  They held a September tail gate and an October pumpkin carving party, each with 
about 15 attendees.  The clothing line has been updated.  New order forms should be 
available soon.  The group is also considering a holiday party.  Outlook for the group is 
uncertain, given low interest from the 10 incoming (1st year) graduate students.  Although there 
was no report from the undergraduate students, Katie Bridgens has kept in touch with some of 
the group and reported that they are very busy with many activities.  
 

MACS 
 
MACS: Mentoring 

 The mentoring committee will meet before our next board meeting to identify ideas for 
the coming year. 

 We need to decide if we want a career panel again at the spring brunch or if we want to 
do a speed networking event.  We can recruit participants from those attending the 
mentoring dinner the night before the brunch.  Board members may also participate. 
The student representatives to the board are asked to get feedback from students on 
what type of event they would like to have. 

 Kristi Stoehr can update web pages and bios, so please send any updates to her. 



 The department can likely accommodate any alumni who are interested in visiting 
campus 

 
MACS: Awards 

 The John Edgar Smith outstanding senior award has been decided. 

 Nominations for college-wide awards are due in February. We have nominated the 
same 2 people in the past 2 years.  We agreed to identify new candidates this year. 
Board members are asked to review the criteria on the website and suggest candidates.  
Gordon Jensen agreed to provide some ideas. 

 Kristi Stoehr will draft an email to the Linked In group asking for nominations for awards. 

 The board also discussed presenting an Outstanding Alumni award at the brunch. 
 

MACS: Communication 

 FNCE reception was well attended. It was suggested that we should do more to 
promote who NDAS are and what we do. 

 Suggestions for newsletter content should be sent to Jen Pullman 
 

MACS:  Social/Professional Activities 

 The save-the-date card will be mailed out in November or December.  Program details 
are needed for this. Print invitations will go out in January. 

 Ideas for brunch speaker:  Jill Jayne, Regan Bailey, Sheila Fleischhacker 
 

Other Business 
 

 Amy Preston’s term on the board ends this year.  Suggestions for a replacement, or 
volunteers from the at-large members should be sent to Jen Pullman.   

 The next call will be December 1, 2014. 
 
 
Submitted by:  Barbara Kochanowski 


