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Exuberant RX Costs: Are Drug Companies Taking Advantage of the American People?

!"#$%&'(")#*+',,*
!"#$%&'()$*+,'#-.'/.0*-*1%2#%*)-3'4&"'("--1,$5#-*#'6%#%"'7-*5"21*%,3'8)2$.'9#0:;1

7%"#..%091(3#0

/-(%+01(%&!#-2(3#0&4:

;<%"2(3=%&!2..1+>
!"#$%&'()%*&+,"-'(.%.#,/001"(0%#2%3+-"3+%4+#5++(%#$+",%&2(#$1)%4"11.%'(3%#$+",%6,+.-,"6#"2(%
&+3"-'#"2(.7%#$+%-2.#%28%6,+.-,"6#"2(%&+3"-'#"2(.%-2(#"(/+.%#2%,".+9%!"#$%::;%28%*&+,"-'(.%
#'<"(0%6,+.-,"6#"2(%3,/0.%3'"1)7%==;%28%#$2.+%02%5"#$2/#%#$+",%&+3"-'#"2(%3/+%#2%-2.#%>?+54257%
=@==A9

B"(-+%=@C=7%#$+%'((/'1%'D+,'0+%6,"-+%28%.6+-"'1#)%3,/0. ,".+(%E@@;%8,2&%FCG7@@@%#2%2D+,%
FH=7@@@ >I2&+(3'(#7%=@=CA9%J$+%."0("8"-'(#%,".+%28%3,/0%6,"-+.%$'.%-,+'#+3%1"8+%2,%3+'#$%
3+-"."2(.%82,%.2&+%6+261+9%J$+%"&62D+,".$+3%-2&&/("#)%".%#$+%&2.#%'88+-#+3%4)%#$".%"(-,+'.+9%
*.%'%,+./1#7%#$2.+%5"#$2/#%"(./,'(-+%',+%6')"(0%#$2/.'(3.%28%3211',.%2/#%28%62-<+#%'(3%#$".%
28#+(%1+'3.%#2%'%0,+'#%8"('(-"'1%.#,/001+9%K(%#$".%621"-)%4,"+87%)2/%5"11%1+',(%$25%1',0+%6,+.-,"6#"2(%
3,/0%-2&6'("+.%',+%3,"D"(0%'%#$",3%28%#$+%*&+,"-'(%6+261+%"(#2%3+4#9

J$+%,+0/1'#"2(%28%6,+.-,"6#"2(%3,/0.%$'.%&'3+%
0,+'#%"&6'-#.%"(%L/,26+'(%-2/(#,"+.9%M,+'#"(0%
,+0/1'#+3%6,"-+.%"(%*&+,"-'%52/13%$+16%,+3/-+%
$+'1#$-',+%3+4#%'(3%"&6,2D+%N/'1"#)%28%1"8+%'.%
821125.9%

• M,+'#+.%'%#,/.#52,#$)%6,+.-,"6#"2(%&+3"-'#"2(%
&',<+#9

• K(-,+'.+.%M2.#O+88+-#"D+(+..9
• M,+'#+.%&2,+%#,'(.6',+(-)%82,%6'#"+(#.%'(3%
#$+",%&+3"-'#"2(%-2.#.9%

• P+3/-+.%&+3"-'1%3+4#9
• K(-,+'.+.%4+##+,%$+'1#$%2/#-2&+.9

B+##"(0%'%.#'(3',3%82,%Q$',&'-+/#"-'1%3,/0%6,"-+.%'(3%$213"(0%-2&6'("+.%
'--2/(#'41+%82,%6,"-+%02/0"(0%".%#$+%02'1%28%#$".%621"-)%'1#+,('#"D+9%!$"1+%#$".%
.21/#"2(%".%+R6+(."D+7%"#%5"11%82,-+%6$',&'-+/#"-'1%-2&6'("+.%#2%&'"(#'"(%'%,+'.2('41+%
'(3%'882,3'41+%6,"-+9%

• L(82,-+%,+6+,-/.."2(.%82,%3,/0%6,"-+%&'("6/1'#"2(9
• K(-+(#"D"."(0%-2&6'("+.%#2%&'"(#'"(%#$+%(+02#"'#+3%6,"-+9%
• P+.#,"-#"(0%'%-2&6'()S.%'4"1"#)%#2%3".#,"4/#+%"8%#$+)%/(,+'.2('41)%"(-,+'.+%3,/0%
6,"-+.9%

• T'"(#'"(%'(%'D+,'0+%6,"-+%'(3%-,+'#+%,+1"'4"1"#)%82,%#$+%*&+,"-'(%6+261+9%

U,/0%6,"-+.%-2(#"(/+%#2%,".+7%4/#%5$)V%J$+,+%',+%
&'()%8'-#2,.%#$'#%-2(#,"4/#+%#2%$"0$%6,+.-,"6#"2(%3,/0%
6,"-+.7%1"<+%"(81'#"2(%2,%#$+%./661)%1+D+1%28%#$+%3,/0%
"#.+189%W+125%',+%+R'&61+.%28%-2&6'("+.%5$2%6,28"#+3%
8,2&%."-<7%D/1(+,'41+%-"#"X+(.9

• J',2%Q$',&'-+/#"-'1.%6'"3%F=CE9=%&"11"2(%#2%
,+.21D+%6,"-+O02/0"(0%'11+0'#"2(.%>J$+%Y9B9%
U+6',#&+(#%28%Z/.#"-+7%=@=CA9

• [/+.#2,%'-N/",+3%#$+%,"0$#.%#2%*-#$', \+19%J$+)%
,'".+3%#$+%6,"-+%8,2&%F]]@%'%D"'1%#2%F=7^@@%'%D"'19%
J$".%#,+'#.%'%,',+%82,&%28%-$"13$223%+6"1+6.)%
>Q+,'1#'7%=@C_A9

• B'(32.%K(-9%6'"3%FCGH%&"11"2(%#2%,+.21D+%6,"-+O
02/0"(0%'11+0'#"2(.%>J$+%Y9B9%U+6',#&+(#%28%
Z/.#"-+7%=@=CA9

• *62#+R%M2,69%6'"3%F]_%&"11"2(%#2%,+.21D+%6,"-+O
02/0"(0%'11+0'#"2(.%>J$+%Y9B9%U+6',#&+(#%28%
Z/.#"-+7%=@=CA9

T/1#"61+%621"-"+.%$'D+%4++(%+('-#+3%#2%4'##1+%
6,+.-,"6#"2(%3,/0%6,"-+%02/0"(09%K(%=@C^7%#$+%Q'#"+(#%
P"0$#%#2%I(25%Q,"-+.%*-#%5'.%+('-#+37%,+N/","(0%
6$',&'-"+.%'(3%"(./,'(-+%-2&6'("+.%#2%4+%
#,'(.6',+(#%'42/#%.6+-"8"-%3,/0%6,"-"(0%>B9=HH]%
=@C^A9 K(%'33"#"2(7%#$+%K(81'#"2(%*-#%28%=@==%"(-1/3+3%
'(%'4/(3'(-+%28%8"('(-"'1%,+82,&%621"-"+.7%.6+-"8"-'11)%
B/4#"#1+%WOQ,+.-,"6#"2(%U,/0%Q,"-"(0%,+82,&9%J$".%
.6+-"8"-%621"-)%"(D21D+3%.+D+,'1%6,2D"."2(.%#2%$+16%
,+3/-+%6,+.-,"6#"2(%3,/0%-2.#.%>J+R#%O%`9P9HE^:%
=@==A9

>W/-$$21X%a%P"-$#+,7%=@==A

Buchholz, K., & Richter, F. (2022, August 9). Infographic: U.S. drug prices sky-high in international comparison. Statista 
Infographics. Retrieved February 17, 2023, from https://www.statista.com/chart/27932/us-prescription-drug- prices-in-

international-comparison/

Komendant, E. (2021). Skyrocketing drug prices: What's driving up costs? Association for Accessible Medicines. Retrieved September 16, 
2022, from https://accessiblemeds.org/resources/blog/skyrocketing-drug-prices- whats-driving-costs

Lebow, S. (2022, July 5). More than 1 in 5 US adults can't afford prescription drugs. Insider Intelligence. Retrieved March 21, 2023, from 
https://www.insiderintelligence.com/content/us-adults-cant-afford-prescription-drugs

Peralta, C. (2019, October 28). An end to overpricing? what big pharma price hikes mean for health care. Wharton Magazine. Retrieved 
February 17, 2023, from https://magazine.wharton.upenn.edu/digital/an-end-to-overpricing-what-big-pharma-price-hikes-mean-
for-health-
 care/#:~:text=Some%20examples%20of%20drug%20prices,vial%20from%20%24440%20to%20%242%2C700.

The United States Department of Justice. (2021, October 1). Pharmaceutical companies pay over $400 million to resolve alleged false 
claims act liability for price-fixing of generic drugs. The United States Department of Justice. Retrieved February 17, 2023, 
from https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/pharmaceutical-companies-pay-over-400-million-resolve-alleged-false-claims-act-liability

S.2554 - 115th congress (2017-2018): Patient right to know drug prices act. (n.d.). Retrieved October 22, 2022 ,from 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2554

Text - H.R.5376 - 117th Congress (2021-2022): Inflation reduction act ... (n.d.). Retrieved October 22, 2022, from 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5376/text

!"#$%&"'('%)*%+,-,'.,%/0("'1%#$%2#34,$45%0,541%66%789:/9;6

!"#$%-2.#1)%W,'(3O('&+%3,/0.%'--2/(#"(0%82,%^^;%28%'11%3,/0%.6+(3"(07%#$+%'--+..%#2%
0+(+,"-7%-2.#O+88+-#"D+%3,/0.%".%,+.#,"-#+39%\"D"(0%*&+,"-'(.%&2,+%'--+..%#2%0+(+,"-%
3,/0.%'(3%-,+'#"(0%&2,+%-2&6+#"#"2(%82,%('&+%4,'(3%3,/0. 52/13%0,+'#1)%,+3/-+%#$+%
'D+,'0+%6,"-+%28%6,+.-,"6#"2(%3,/0.9

• M,+'#+.%-2.#O+88+-#"D+(+..9
• M,+'#+.%'%-2&6+#"#"D+%&',<+#9
• b2,-+.%6$',&'-+/#"-'1%-2&6'("+.%#2%125+,%6,"-+.%#2%-2&6+#+9
• \"D+.%#$+%*&+,"-'(%6+261+%&2,+%'--+..%'(3%.+1+-#"2(9

J$+%&2.#%+88+-#"D+%621"-)%'1#+,('#"D+%".%B21/#"2(%cC9%J$+%,+0/1'#"2(%28%6,+.-,"6#"2(%
3,/0.%".%(2#%2(1)%-2.#d+88+-#"D+%4/#%'1.2%6,2D"3+.%'%,+1"'41+%&',<+#%82,%#$+%*&+,"-'(%
6+261+9%!"#$%-2/(#,"+.%1"<+%\+,&'()%'(3%*/.#,'1"'%.$25"(0%#$'#%#$+%,+0/1'#"2(%28%
6,+.-,"6#"2(%&+3"-'#"2(%".%+88+-#"D+7%"#%".%+D"3+(#%#$'#%#$".%".%'%621"-)%#$'#%52/13%&'<+%
'%62."#"D+%"&6'-#%2(%#$+%*&+,"-'(%6,+.-,"6#"2(%3,/0%&',<+#9

• J$+%3,/0%-'#+02,"+.%e6"2"3.7%MfB%3+6,+..'(#.7%'(3%B#"&/1'(#.%52/13%$'D+%
6,"-+%1"&"#.9%M2&6'("+.%52/13%4+%&'(3'#+3%#2%-'6%6,+.-,"6#"2(%3,/0.%'#%'%
.6+-"8"-%-2.#9

• L'-$%3,/0%5"11%$'D+%"#.%25(%6,"-"(0%.-'1+%4'.+3%2(%#$+%&',<+#%D'1/+%'(3%N/'(#"#)%
'D'"1'41+9

• K(-+(#"D+.%82,%-2(.".#+(#%3,/0%6,"-"(0%'(3%,+1"'4"1"#)%4)%3,/0%-2&6'("+.9
• b/(3"(0%&2,+%0+(+,"-%3,/0%-2&6'("+.%#2%6,23/-+%&+3"-'#"2(%#$'#%".%"(%$"0$+,%
3+&'(39

• b"('(-"'1%'(3%1"-+(./,+%6+('1#"+.%82,%-2&6'("+.%#$'#%6,"-+%02/0+%2,%&'("6/1'#+%
6,+.-,"6#"2(%3,/0%6,"-"(09

Q,+.-,"6#"2(%&+3"-'#"2(%-2(#"(/+.%#2%,".+7%#$+%*&+,"-'(%6+261+%-2(#"(/+%#2%3+8'/1#%
"(#2%$+'1#$-',+%3+4#9%K#%".%+D"3+(#%#$'#%-$'(0+%".%(++3+37%'(3%#$+%-,+'#"2(%28%'%
,+1"'41+%3,/0%&',<+#%5"11%,+1+'.+%6,+../,+%8,2&%#$2.+%./88+,"(0%8,2&%-$,2("-%"11(+..9%
P+0/1'#"(0%3,/0%6,"-+.%".%#$+%&2.#%26#"&'1%.21/#"2(%#2%"&6,2D+%N/'1"#)%28%1"8+%82,%#$+%
*&+,"-'(%6+261+9

https://accessiblemeds.org/resources/blog/skyrocketing-drug-prices-
https://www.insiderintelligence.com/content/us-adults-cant-afford-prescription-drugs
https://www.cato.org/regulation/winter-2020-2021/are-we-paying-twice-pharmaceuticals
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

